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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We respectfully acknowledge that we are on the unceded ancestral territory
of the Secwepemc Nation, within Secwepemcul'ecw, the traditional lands and
waters that have been cared for by the Secwepemc people for countless
generations.  We express our deep gratitude for their wisdom, resiliance, and
stewardship of this land. We are committed to listening, learning, and engaging
with Indigenous ways of knowing as we work toward a future based on respect
and understanding.
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Despite there not being a translation for the term “epistemology”  in any
Indigenous language, many tribes share common traditions that
integrate holistic principles and cultural ideals.

Traditional Indigenous education fosters learning through active
participation, understanding one’s role and responsibilities, and
prioritizing reciprocal relationships with the community—people, plants,
animals, and nature.

In contrast to Western education, which often compartmentalizes
learning, Indigenous education integrates learning with daily life. It is
deeply connected to the real-world experiences of both teacher and
student. 

Through experiences, storytelling, and ceremonies, knowledge is
continuously developed (lifelong learning), with sacred knowledge
passed down through generations

“Education in this context becomes education for life’s sake (Cajete, 2005)”. 

 CAJETE EXPLORES
INDIGENOUS EDUCATION 
AND WAYS OF 
KNOWING, IDENTIFYING
NATURE, FAMILY, 
COMMUNITY, AND 
SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY AS 
CORE VALUES WITHIN
INDIGENOUS CULTURES. 



Experiential
Learning

Storytelling
Ritual or
Ceremony

Dreaming Tutoring
Artistic
Creation

 Learning by
seeing or doing

Learning by
listening and
imagination

 Learning through
initiation

 Learning through
unconscious

imagery

 Learning
through

apprenticeship

 Learning through
creative

synthesis

Key components of tribal education... 

HELP FOSTER A PROFOUND CONNECTION AND DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF LIFE
THROUGHOUT EACH STAGE

Cajete, 2005, p.4



 FOUNDATIONS OF TRIBAL EDUCATION
Environmental: Emphasizes the deep connection to the land that goes beyond survival, it is a
reciprocal  relationship

Mythic: Myths go beyond storytelling, they are guiding principles that provide life lessons 

Artistic: Creative practice documenting experiences, communicating emotion, and passing down
knowledge through a visual medium

Visionary: Rituals and ceremonies that allow individuals to connect with the spiritual world

Affective: Connects an individual emotionally to the learning, the community, and the land

Communal: Education is social, reciprocal, and on-going at all stages of life, prioritizing the best
interests of the tribe

Spiritual: Cultivates deeper meaning and purpose through connection to the spiritual world

These foundational elements complement one another in a way that enables individuals to learn using
all their senses (listening, observing, experiencing, and connecting spiritually), cultivating wholeness,

developing a strong sense of identity, and finding purpose.



CAJETE URGES READERS TO RECOGNIZE THE CRUCIAL NEED TO REVITALIZE

INDIGENOUS EDUCATION, ESPECIALLY DURING THIS TIME OF ECOLOGICAL CRISIS.

BY SHARING ANCESTRAL WAYS OF KNOWING, WE CAN ADDRESS MODERN DAY

CHALLENGES WHILE PRIORITIZING CULTURAL PRESERVATION, COMMUNITY

BUILDING, AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSCIOUSNESS FOR GENERATIONS TO COME. 





“IN EXPLORING THE TRIBAL FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATION, WE ARE
REALLY TRACKING THE EARLIEST SOURCES OF HUMAN TEACHING AND LEARNING. WHAT

THESE FOUNDATIONS HAVE TO TEACH US IS THAT LEARNING IS ULTIMATELY A
SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE TIED TO A PLACE: ENVIRONMENTALLY, SOCIALLY, AND

SPIRITUALLY. TRIBAL TEACHING AND LEARNING WAS INTERTWINED WITH THE DAILY LIFE
OF BOTH TEACHER AND LEARNER. TRIBAL EDUCATION WAS A NATURAL OUTCOME OF

LIVING IN CLOSE COMMUNION WITH EACH OTHER AND THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT.” (P.71)

PASSAGE PICKER
TWO PASSAGES 

“IN SHORT, THIS FOUNDATION (MYTHIC) REPRESENTS THE TRIBE’S WORLDVIEW AND,
THROUGH THE PROCESS AND STRUCTURE OF STORYTELLING, PRESENTS THE SCRIPT FOR

TEACHING, LEARNING, AND PARTICIPATING IN THE STORIES THAT GUIDE A PEOPLE.
ULTIMATELY, ALL EDUCATION IS THE EXPRESSION OF SOME SORT OF STORYTELLING.”

(P.74)



3 VOCAB WORDS 

EMBODY
 To make tangible, bodily, or concrete form to an abstract concept 

The girl embodied good sportsmanship on the field. 

REVITALIZE

To give new life to 
Drinking lots of water can revitalize when you’re feeling tired.

PERPETUATE
To cause to continue or prevail 

Sharing fake news on the internet can perpetuate false ideas, so its important
to check your facts before you post. 
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QUESTIONS

HOW DO INDIGENOUS SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS COMPARE
PEDAGOGICALLY IN BC? 

Sk’elep School 
“Our vision for Sk’elep

School of Excellence is
to be a loving, nurturing
house that will promote

life long learning for all
children... in partnership
with parents, family and

community.”

“Senpaq’cin is built on
sqilxw culture, beliefs and

values. We nurture
relationships to self,

others and the land to
inspire global learners

and ensure a bright
future for all.”

Senpaq’cin School
(Okanagan)

SD73

“Fostering educated and
resilient citizens

empowered to contribute
to a diverse, inclusive,
caring, and sustainable

society.”



QUESTIONS
IS IT POSSIBLE TO FULLY INDIGENIZE TEACHING PRACTICE WHEN THE
STRUCTURES WE TEACH WITHIN ARE INHERENTLY COLONIAL? 

Teachers in Canada are bound by the colonial structures of western school. Students
sit in rows of desks inside a classroom, and typically only go outside at recess. Family
members sign in at the office to be in the classroom, and only when the teacher allows
it. Assessment and reporting processes are individualistic, and do not give much attention
to community, collaboration, and relationships. Western school is completely
antithetical to the Indigenous education pedagogy outlined in the reading. However, we
can implement practices outlined in the reading to continue Indigenize our practice. 



“We need to have Indigenous elders involved in all processes. We
need to get out on the land with our students. We need to

revitalize Indigenous languages with the same funding and support
given to the French language. We need book collections with a wide
variety of Indigenous authors and topics. And we need to recognize

the genocide that has happened to Indigenous people and the
lasting intergenerational trauma that continues to impact

Indigenous communities.”
-Jessica Madiratta



ACTIVITY TIME

FORM 7 GROUPS
Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

FIRST VOICES
WORD SEARCH

SHARE WITH THE
GROUPEach group will be

assigned one of the 7
foundations from the

article: Environmental,
Mythic, Visionary,

Artistic, Affective,
Communal, Spiritual.

Use First Voices to find
words that describe or
align with your groups

foundation in
Secwepemctsin. Write
those words on your

groups poster.

Share a few words your
group chose to put on

your poster with a brief
description of why your

group chose those
words. 
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